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BOTOX INJECTIONS

lately? Do you see any wrin-

kles between those brows?
How about those eyes? Crow's feet
starting to emerge? Well, don't wor-
ry. You can squint and furrow to
vour heart's content. Medical sei-
ence has stumbled upon a weapon to
fight expression lines that's bath
safe and effective. Botulinum Toxin
A, more commonly referred to as
Botox, is a purified biological protein
that is easily administered during a
routine office visit. A simple injec-
tion dJren:tl;l.r into the facial muscles
weakens and reduces the muscular
pull bn the skin, Ehlmnamlg the ahili-
ty to form deep expression linegs on
the face; Translation: Good-bye to

Hﬂve vou checked your forehead

crow's fﬂE:L forehead creases and

‘own intensive testing ﬂfﬁuﬁ in dif-
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treatment last an average of three
months, Because the muscle gets
flatter with each successive injec-
tion, the results last longer over
time, sometimes up to six months.

Botox was originally used for pa-
tients guffering from blepharospasm
(evelid spasms) or uncontrollable
evelid fluttering. 1n the process of
treating patients with these disor-
ders, physicians noticed an interest-
ing development, patients’ expres-
sion lines disappeared! Based on
those observations, experiments
were undertaken to determine
whether or not Botox Inj actiong
could be used for cosmetic PUrposes,
Boxrud and a colleague began their

such as sun damage, the carbon diox-
ide laser can take eare of that, The
lager won't, however, take care of
deep expression lines related to mus-
ele contractions,” Regarding colla-
pen, she states that “Collagen is a
filler, while Botox affects the mus-
cles,”

William Binder, M.DD,, a Beverly
Hills-baged plastic surgeon and one
of the trailblazers in the use of Botox
injections, agrees, According to
Binder, “Collagen, lasers and Botox
can be used as complements to each

other, Furthermore, collagen ]aata'

lnngm after Botox treatinents.” Be-
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“it is the most toxie and dangerous neurotoxin in its puri-
fied form, but also the safest drug ever used.” In the
amounts used to treat wrinkles (50 to 60 units), it is not
toxie. As much as 4,000 to 8,000 units are necessary to
make patients sick. As Binder puts it, “The margin of
safety for Botox is greater than that for aspirin. Also,
there is no cumulative effect becanse Botox dissolves.”

Binder also finds Botox “the most interesting in terms
of patient acceptance,” primarily because it transcends
mere aestheties. He cites the example of a kindergarten
teacher who couldn’t understand why her students were
afraid of her, Apparently her frown lines were so deep
and distinet that she just “looked mean.” Having the
Botox procedure done softened her appearance, positive-
ly impacting her relationship with her students, Binder
notes, "Her students are no longer afraid of her,”

“Iase, safety and excellent results” are some of the
reasons Burbank, California-based dermatologist George
Tabor, M.D., administers Botox injections. Tabor is also
amumerin t!tal.me nfﬂﬂtux furthaﬂllmumhun nfex—
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sive procedures, the results of Botox are temporary,
making fine tuning a possibility, if you don't like the re-
sults, you don't have to fear living with them for the rest
of your life. According to Tabor, “It i3 & non-surgieal
procedure that is both fast and painless, it only takes one
to seven days for the effects to show up, there is abso-
lutely no loss of sensation in spite of the loss of musele
contraction, and it doesn't last forever.”

The cost of the procedure i2 linked to how much
Botox is used. One bottle of Botox costs about 3400 and,
on average, physicians will charge between 3400 and
$600 per area injected.

The procedure iz affordable, but who can benefit? Ta-
bor believes all age groups can use Botox to their advan-
tage. Binder and Boxrud coneur. However, Binder
points out that the procedure tends to work better on
?ﬂunger patients. As he puts it, “A pﬂrﬂﬂn in his or her

s, with thick, leathery skin, may need a combination of
hﬂmmeni.ﬂ for best results. The weﬁinnsmuy prwenl;
the furrowing and frowning, but will not erase
caused by ﬂ‘lEHﬂ'.l The effect for an nlﬂnr;nndidnta
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