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FDA APPROVAL OF BOT1OX FOR MIGRAINE [REATMENT
ATIRIBUTED TO RESEARCH BY WILLIAM BINDER, MDD

his is such positive
news!" extols William J.
Binder., MD, ABFPRS
diplomate and AAFPRS
member. Dr. Binder is referring o
the recent October 15th an-
nouncement by the Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) that
BOTOX has linally been approved
for prevention and treatment of
chronic migraine headaches.

"Over three million people
suffer from chronic migraines and
it is estimated that there are over
28 million migraine sulferers in
the U.S. alone. The FDA approval
of BOTOX for this debilitating
condition means that there is
finally a viable treatment option,”
he notes.

Dr. Binder (pictured to the
richt) is credited with discovering

the effective-
ness ol BOTOX
to prevent the
onset of
migraine
headaches
back in the
carly 1990s,
Alter the
drug's intro-
duction into [acial plastic

surgery
practices for treatment ol facial

wrinkles, Dr. Binder had several
patients comment that their
migraine headaches disappeared
alter they had received BOTOX
injections. Dr. Binder realized
that he might be onto something
remarkable.
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He began a series ol clinical
trials that culminated in his
discovery that BOTOX, when
administered properly, could
ellectively prevent migraine
vpisodes for up to three or more
months in 80 percent of his
patients. The injections also
provided reliel from migraine's
sister symptoms which include
nausea, vomiting, and sensitivity
to light. Dr. Binder's collecagues,
Andrew Blitzer, MD; Mitchell
Brin, MD; and Larry Schoenrock,
MD, also participated in the early
clinical studies.

During the course of his
clinical trials, Dr. Binder devel-
oped the injection protocol thatl
served as the basis for the cur-
rent FDA approved BOTOX mi-
graine treatment. He went on to
present his lindings to neurologi-
cal and surgical academies across
the U.S. and Britain and was
awarded a U.S. patent for his
discovery.

Dr. Binder's groundbreaking
‘escarch, analysis, and ultimate
“DA approval of his lindings are
/et another distinguished reflec-
lon on our specialty's continuing
ontributions to the field of
nedicine. L
~dilor's Note: This article was writien
iy Laurie Wirth, ABFPRS Executive
direclor.
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